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lnquiry, July 1987

M lqbql Asqriq

RIGHTS OF
THE MIGHTY
THE medio hos turned the whole question of humon rights into
one of the Soviet Union ollowing free emmigrotion of iionists to
lsroel. lndeed, whenever, there is o summit b-etween the two
superpowers or o visit to the Soviet Union by o Europeon
leoder, press ottention is focussed on concessions gronted on
this issue.

The problem is thot even on this very iruncoted vision of
'humon rights' only porh of the focts ore presented. Thus, os the
hopless Polestinions ore tired of portroying, every zionist who
migrotes to lsroel disploces ot leost three notive Polestinions.
Such porody of iustice ond morolity permeotes the whole humon
rights debote.

Gross violotions in 'friendly' countries like lroq or lndonesio or
porh of Lotin Americo ore ignored while legitimote clompdowns
ogoinst ormed revoli in 'hostile' countries like Nicorqguo or lron
ore endlessly horped upon. Every criterio one con use to clossify
countries on their'humon rights' record is breoched by politicbl
considerofions.

One thing is cleor, however. Humon rights obuses flourish in
unrepresentotive regimes. lt is olso cleor thqt such regimes ore
the most fovoured portners of the superpowers. This is no
coincidence. Only diaotoriol regimes con guorontee trouble-free
encroochments of their countrys' sovereignty, which is essentiol
for the superpowey's foreign ond economic policy. Thus, we
hove the porodoxicol situotion of some 'chompions' of humon
rights promoting the very'regimes which ore ot the root of gross
violotions of humon dignity.

There is olso the point thot the present globol economic ond
politicol order leoves the bulk of humonity in o stote of obiect
poverty. Any ottempt to redress this inequity is mei with fbrce
ond imposition of o 'friendly'dictotorsip. Tolk of humon rights,
while octively promoting such o scheme of things, is nothing
short of cynicism.

The pifioble situotion of the 'deposed' Prime Minister of Fili is
o good cose in point. The poor mon bred on o diet of respect
for'the rule of low'wos even refused on oudience with his own
monorch to demond protection for his constitutionol rights os o
duly elected leoder of the moiority porty! Comploining of CIA
involvement in the coup thot ousted him, he leornt the true
weight ottoched to humon rights by their most ordent supporters
the hord woy.

It must be recognised thot the vontoge point of the oppressed
on the question of humon rights is entirely different. To them the
nurturing of the Zionist regime in lsroel or the oportheid regime
in South Africo is of primory concern. To them the inequitiei in
the globol socio-economic order ore of ocute concern. From the
vontoge point of the oppressors, however, the mointonence of
the stofus guo is poromount, lest their hegemony is threotened.
For them only tinkering with the worst coses of obuse is is the
legitimote domoin of humon rights.


