PRESENT was filled with carefree langh-. W

ter and future was the arena of idealism. I

had may friends who shared with me-their-.
secrets. Together we had hopes for a bliss- -
fizl eternity. But it has tumed out to-be .

quite different.

Armazn and Slnreen had a storybook %
marriage. They were an ideal for me. Edu--
cated, artistic, scholarly. and totally. dedi-..-
cated 1o their work, they exuded happi-.
ness and creative energy. Together they. .,
would go 'to conferences, visit historic sites.
and write, about  their ‘impressions and;'-sg

ideas, They socialised with great thinkers
and important people, They rece_ived pa

ronage” from' the Western universities
where they had’ ‘studied and an Eastern
King to whom they were loyal. I'used’to *
take pride in the fact that they responded :

to my letters. -

They co-authored & beautiful book bt
soon after their own life turned ugly. Syin=/
bols: of unity; they metamorphosised into:
totally antagonistic opposites. He wandeérs
in a-mist naively hoping that life is about to:
reveal some profound secret to-him and-..
that- soon he will -understand the- true: :
Shireen has patiently

meaning of. life..
brought up. het. chlldren .and since 1979

joined a movement, She struggles endless- . -
ly, ‘driven by. her dedlcatlon to a global.vi-. .

sion that few can grasp and perhaps il
understands.

I read their old' wrrtmgs and 1y hard o

forget that time has taken its toll,

Khalid and Parween ar¢ old. friends too,
. Shé'was'a student from Pakistan and he,"
from’ India. "1t was a love affair that be-"j '
cameé:talk of that siall university town in -
Texas. Their-madfriage was presided over'
by the Foreign- Students: Advisor who'ifi=
troduced*it as an :event:iof great inter: -

national significance. Their love;-to him; "'
was a profound symbolic gesture of politi-. -
cal ecumenism gmong two warring states: -
In the heat of the moment he wished that::..
one of them was a. Hindu so that the world..:
could learn even, more from-the eourag—.':__

eous step they. had.taken..

Together they became the p'roverbra]ly .
good foreign student couple on the cam: .
pus. They ‘memorised the Declaratron of....
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Independence and pubhcally professed-'_
thelr reverence. for Jefferson and Lincinn. -

Eager to talk to clubs and church audi-

_ences they never failed to conclude by ex- .

pressmg their gratitude to America.

Privately; “they: continuously disciissed:
and frequently disagreed. Two strong egos-
Youthful

ere battling for supremacy.
mutaal attractions would heal many in-

juries but some bruises were too deep and”
! - cracked mirror held together ina. fraglle

they left permanent scars.

Thirteen years after the marriage they::
. made ; the historic trip- to- india and:.
Pakistan. Their respective families treated. -
them with cxtravagant hospitality. But,
. plaus He follows:the seven oommandants "

jealous women, who could not fathom her.:,
education, mdependence .and. courage. -
They all branded’ her ‘as “advanced” and .
“ofir. tradltlonal fem-
mlty” She felt 1gnored in. Liicknow be- '
cause he spent too mich tlrne chasmg his ™
“memories most of which she felt were chil-"~
dish and even"deviant, Accordmg to her”
he'showed unnaturally excessive, love tow- -
ards his sisters and ‘was too eager to go
! away with his male friénds who ‘brought

him garlands and put théir arms around his-
shoulders. She-did not‘talk to Khalid for /
days after:she.caught himplaying with Sul-
tana’s little.girl. Sultana was-his cousin-and -
informally engaged to him before he had'.f

defiant “towards

left: for Texas. .-

In Lahore he felt: overwhe]med by the_.u
obssessive political paranora of his retired-.
Ma]or -General -father-in-law.. - Tired ; ‘of:
hstenmg to self-nghteoas. analysrs of. hls-—‘-,‘
tory. he did .dare. raise . the: question. of.,
. Pakistan’s Islarruc -tesponsibility towardsl_Z
" the Muslims of India. The old General and,.
hi$ entire family jumped on ‘himn and bran-_“_
" déd him and other millionis a5 sell-outs and _
 traitors to 'the Islamic’ cause. Khahd was’
surprised how Parween - became * her
father’s loyal soldier and sniped at him alt’
thie timié: In-her parents’ house he felt hke- -
a grudglngly tolerated: stranger e -
to" “their - North*
: American retréat: from  the: béttlefields of
their families, their cultures:and theirnat-«
ions. Things were never to be the same::

'They ' came " back -

again. . Progressively : they have becoime

apart to.the-point that they are opposites-.
of each-other now. He:is in search of con-:-
nections - between -science. and - Eastern.-
mysticism. She believes econometrics is an.
. exact science. He loves Carl Jung, She.
adores Skmrrer He is sheddmg his, pos-.
She talks endless]y of stocks,,._.

sesions.

bonds and securities. He is a member of

the Green Party and attends the peace .

marches;
servatives.’

She campalgns for the con-

Only the fear of societal drsapproval
pethaps: the only ‘stiared "emotion - left.
amongst them; keeps them together. Pub-
lically they pose as:model parents and the 7
loving couple. Privately they are a.rgumen— &

tative and unforg;wmg Their life isnow a:

frame.

Raﬁq a.nd Rafla are also friends. Therr;

life is a-well drawn map. They carefully .
strategrse and meticulously execute their -

of successful life. inherited from his grand- .
father She loves to ook, sew and knit. ..
She also knows the hottest sale in ‘town,
curtent price of gold as well as the list of |,

marriageable Muslim boys and girls in the'

community. They do laundry by turns and
wash " dishes together. Daily excrtement:‘

comes from watchmg the weather fore-

cast. They never disagrée because they -
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have nothing to discuss. They ‘are usually" -
quiet because their views are already prin-

- ted in thelocal. newspaper. ‘A visit ‘with'-

them is no different from a'long wait ina"
sterilised clinic: Nobody: hates:-them - but 1:.:
do not know anybody,. other than their-old:.-
parents, -who, longs.-for: -their presence. ;

Like polished granite -their exrstence 4
permanent.and lifeless.

I.meet.all my friends but separately 1

am__suprised that they all' . trust me.. .
Shlreen s son, a shy and bookish art h]StO-:. ;
rign  is madIy in love with Parween’s
daughter Nazli, a vivacious, self-assured._,
and’ highly competttlve medical ‘studént. .’
She is exclusively in love with herself
Armaan wants me to heip the young manp :
in his pursuit, " Shiteen’ wants me to pray”’
that hé sees the Truth and gives her up. ™
Parween just does not like his personality.
Khalid is stoic about it all. Rafik and Rafia’ -

¢ are. convinced i that-‘Nazli will bring st

ability, health ‘and. countable: fortune to: -
their son’s life-who is-totally possessed by -
his- mission of spreading Islam among the: :
prison inmates. Rafia is..convinced that:::
only I 'can make the glrl’s parents see the -/

wisdom of what they are proposing.

These friends of my dreamlike past'

these co- prisoners of mghtmarrsh present, .:
these scuiptors.of the coming reality, they ...
are. all acoomphshed actors in this grand ..,
drama_of deception. But they neither -
know nor are they wrlhng to f:md out. . .
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