L

December 22, 1921 THE MUSLIM STANDARD

WL'E ANTI-ISLAMIC INTRIGUES IN RAGHDAD.
earn from a reliable =ource that on one of the Fridays
of the last month the worshippers congregated as unsual in
the Jami' Al*-Asima of Baghdad for the Priday pravers.
When the Imam, an Arab tieman of learming and piety,
“had, sccordmg Lo mcugu[ﬂ.eqml:i strictly olserved injunetion
of Tslam, invoked the blezzingz of the Almighiv for and re-
cites the name of H.I.M. Spltan-Ehalifa Wahiduddin Moha-
mad VI, the Khalifah of Islam, an Arab army officer, who
had come on purpose for mischief asked the Imam lo recite
the name of Huosain the “King™ of Iledjaz. The Imam re-
plied tkat he himself, and mnch less his questioner the
Armah officer, had not any right to medify Divine injunc-
tions. The Amab congregation numbering several thounsands
at once realised the original source of the intripne of which
this Arab officer was merely the instrament, and were [orions.
The Imam in calm and impassioned wvoice reminded every-
one that they were in the IHousze of God, and the offcer that |
the man who posed a5 a Khalifah when the rightful Khalifah
existed, the pretender and abettarz were guilty of high treason
in Islam. So sharply reminded of his folly, the Arab officer
keenly felt the blunder of having made himeeli the vicum
of a dangercus intriguc on a very delicate matter of the Holy
Faith. When =zervice came to an end, and worzhippers
streamed ont of the Sanctum, the Arab officer was at once
seized outside the mosgue and zhot there and then. Tt ap-
pears that the whole thing was cleverly planned, and a strong
Dritizh force was already concealed in the neighbosrhood of
the Mosqne ready for the “emergency.”” The point waz to
make the Arabs quarrel and place in the hands of *““the third
artv" the long-somght opportunity of proving extreme nced
Fr:r their continned prezcnce in Imak., The Arsbs, however,
proved a match for them amd showed a determined freat,
and later reports from all quarters of the city showing intense
dizlike for the dead Arsb officer’s belavionr made the antho- |

nties realise the danger |
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